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A guide to identification and control of invasive

PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE

What is Purple Loosestrife?

Purple loosestrife is a wetland plant native to Europe and Asia where native
insects and diseases have kept it in check. Introduced to North America in
the 1800s as a garden plant, purple loosestrife has since spread to wild areas
and degraded habitat for native plants and animals.

How to Identify Purple Loosestrife / L

Fruit and Seeds: Seed
pod, small, abundant seed

production. /{ X

Flowers: Numerous, b
purple clusters of two 3
to several, 5-7 petals;

blooms July through
September.

FLOWERS

Leaves: Pointed or linear
shape; opposite or spiraled
around stem; flat to somewhat
curved; 1-4"; larger leaves

at the base.

Stems: Squarish,

4-6 sided, smooth or
fine-haired with leaves
equally spaced along the
stem. Becomes woody as
plant matures.
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Assess [ Is purple loosestrife present at this site? ]_ No
the ( , l \
- x Yes J Continue to protect site
S Ituation i \ from invasion. |
|
1 2 4 A
[ Is the population small/new? ] Monitor site regularly to
) I I ensure early detection of
Yes J [ No J new populations.
: ] i " >
Undertake control as soon as appropriate. Population is large or well-established.
R Recognize control may take time and resources.
Focus on sites with important features I /
(e.g. rare species and communities) first. r Y
. i g Are there important features present at site?
( ) i ) These could include:
| ® Resources (e.g. forestry)
Evaluate if site restoration is required * Recreation/aesthetic amenities
or if site will regenerate on its own. h .
\
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Focus on protecting important features with Prevent spread, focusing on dispersal
control efforts in these areas. pathways such as waterways.
Remove smaller populations and work on If resources allow, remove satellite populations
edges first, reversing the invasion front. and work on edges reversing the invasion front.
I

[ Monitor efficacy of control measures.

[ Evaluate if site restoration is required or ] This diagram was adapted from the 2016

if site will [egene’ate on its own. publication Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria)
Best Management Practices in Ontario.

Develop a long-term plan




